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ADVERTISEMENT. | 
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THE following Tract (it is needleſs to 
ſay) has no pretenſions to Originality ; it 
is defi gned ſolely for the uſe of thoſe who 
have not read the various | Reports and | 


Opinions which have been publiſhed, and 


who do not chuſe to employ their time in 


the peruſal, or their money in the pur- 
chaſe of them; to ſuch perſons it may be 
uſeful, and ſatisfactory to know what Opi- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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nions have been entertained upon the ſub- 
Jett by perſons of unqueſtionable ability, 
| and what ſteps have been taken by parties, 
: n whoſe intereſt in the queſtion i is a ſufficient 


pledge for their lincerity. The purpoſe for 


which it was intended required that the 
: language ſhould be plain, the time in which 
it was written prevented its. being correct. 
In reporting the various Opinions which 
. have been given upon this ſubject, che Reas | 
ſons which have been aſſigned for thoſe 
Opinions are ſeldom ſtated; to ſtate thoſe 
| Reaſons partially would be i injurious to the 


| | ſenſe and. reputation of the authors; to 


inſert every thing material would ſwell the 


preſent Publication, far beyond its limits; 


and for this reaſon the accounts which have 


| been publiſhed of the Proceedings at Gene- 
| | ral, 8 8 


z 
— eee trans, 1 


0 / 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


ral, or other Meetings of the Country, are 
here greatly abridged; nothing however has 


| intentionally been omitted which could be 


| ſuppoſed material to the Queſtion, 
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bs will be univerſally acknowledged, that 
the intended Bill is of the utmoſt conſe- 


quence to Land- owners, to Navigators, and 
to the public, whether we conſider the ex- 
tent of the country propoſed to be better 
drained, or the rivers whoſe Navigation is 
to be improved; and that any. plan, whoſe 
profeſſed object it is to amend and improve 
both, is at leaſt entitled to a candid, and- 


impartial conſideration. - 


I think it may ſafely be aſſerted, that the. 
Drainage of the country in general, com-- 
prized within the limits of the Bill, is at 

preſent in a miſerably imperfect and de- 

| ficient ſtate; and that the Navigation from 

Lynn through the ſeveral r rivers is alſo very 

| imperfect. EL. | 
-I fhall not attempt Gini the firſt of = 


: theſe aſſertions ; it depends entirely on ob- 
| iS | ſervation; 
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ſervation; and if any perſon who has ſeert 


the ſtate of the country during the laſt 


twelve months will deny, it, to him I have 
nothing to ſay. | 

I ſhall offer only one proof of the i imper- 
fect ſtate of the Navigation, viz. the enor- 


mous advance of Tonnage. This, I pre- 


fume to ſay, is too notorious to be denied, 


and in ſome caſes amounts to more than 


ten times the propoſed tax. 
If theſe two aſſertions be granted, 1 13 


it will follow clearly that ſomething is 
wanting, and that (if poſſible) ſomething 


ſhould be done for their improvement. 


I ſhall take it for granted, that the lands 
"rg better drained will be more produc- 
tive, and that if any plan ean be found, 
which (at an extremely moderate expence) 


will greatly improve the Drainage of the 
country in general, and the Navigation on 


the ſeveral rivers, that ſuch plan ought to 
be adopted, except the ſame objects can be 
obtained by means equally practicable, and 


certain, and generally more deſirable. 
There ſeems indeed even to a ſuperficial 


entuiver, fomewhat RY: ſingular in 


the 


— 


( & 3 


che bebt Seis of this country. —The 


drowning of the lands might be naturally 


aſeribed to an inevitable ſuperflux of wa- 
ter, the imperfect ſtate of the Navigation 


to a deficiency ; but that the lands {ſhould 


be ſo dreadfully overflowed, and the Na- 
vigation upon the rivers ſo imperfect at the 
ſame time, ſurely proves that there 18 a | 
radical defect ſomewhere. FA” 
The great impediment to both Drainage 
and Navigation, I apprehend to be, the 


| wide, ſhallow, and crooked channel of the 
river Ouſe between St. Germans Bridge 


and Lynn: I do not pretend to ſay, that 


this is the only one, but it ſeems to be the 


firſt and greateſt, and that all interior works 


can be of little uſe whilſt this remains un- 
| remedied. | 


I ſhall ben the A with me of 


the opinions which have been given at 
different times to the ſame effect. 5 


At a Seſſion of Sewers holden at Lynn 


in 1709, it was preſented by the Jury, 


that a great part of the country of Marſh- 


land was miſerably waſted, the Common 


66 of the Fen and ſome part of the Smeeth 
'B:g -- © _ 


I 4 I 

* almoſt ruined, and they therefore "PR "Y 
ee bly prayed that the Court would order 
ä ſome perſons of {kill and probity to find . 

« a ſufficient outfall, ſeeing the old one had | 
< been found by woeful experience to be * 
r inſufficient.” Several private petitions were | 
preſented to the ſame effect, and the Court 
ſeemed inclined to comply with the Prayer 
ol the preſentment and petitions :—it is ſuf- 
ficient now to ſay, that nothing effeftual 
was ever done. The conſequence has been, | 
that Marſhland Fen (which Mr. Bateſon | 
then offered to prove by credible witneſſes, 
had been in their memory fed with ſheep, ||, 
and all forts of young cattle,) has been long 
ſo entirely loſt, that we — credit the 
1 - teſtimony which informs us af its ancient 
| - - * . pate. | 18 | 
3 | This ſact, though it relates more poerti- 1 1 
eularly to Marſhland Fen, yet applies di- | 
rectly to all ſuch lands as are now injured |" | 
by overflowing waters, which can only paſs | | 
to ſea by the ſame outfalls. | = 
The plan of deſerting the preſent —— il: 
nel, and making a new Cut from Eau 


Brink to o Lynn, was firſt propoſed by Mr. 
* | 


* . 


(#2 


Kinderley about the year 1720, and again ; 


by his ſon in 1751. The father was him- 


| ſelf a Conſervator of the Great Level of the 


Fens, and had devoted the greateſt part of 
a long life to this particular ſtudy, and it is 


the ſcheme which he recommended and in- 

variably adhered to. The ſon is no leſs 
confident of its neceſſity, and ventures boldly 

to aſſert, that whatever other ſchemes may 
e be invented, or remedies propoſed, they wilt 
an the end prove ineffettual, and that how | 
* much foever prejudiced people might be 


« againſt it then, (viz. in 1751) yet at one 
« time or other when driven by neceſſity, 


« they will be forced to make uſe of it, 
* oth2rwiſe this whole country, together with. 


* the Navigation of thoſe rivers which paſs 


* through it, muſt in time be inevitablyloft." 
Mr. Kinderley was the propoſer of a ſimi- 


lar Cut at Cheſter: his plan met with the 


moſt violent oppoſition, but has long been 

carried into execution, and been of infinite 

ſervice both to the Drainage and Navigation = 

of the ſurrounding country. 

Mr. Kinderley was alfo the -ptopeſies of 
üer Cut at Wiſbech, and about the 
; years | 
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years 1721 and 1722 was actually em- 


ployed in the execution. The gentlemen 
of Wiſbech were then (as thoſe of Lynn 
are now) apprehenſive, that their Naviga- 
tion would be injured by the wide in- 
_ draught being leſſened, and at their inſti- 


gation the works were demoliſhed by force. 


In this fatal error Wiſbech perſiſted, and 


in this ſlate the country continued till. 1773, 


the outfall continually growing worſe, the 
waters ſtagnating in the waſhes upwards, - 
and the greateſt part of the North Level re- 


peatedly laid under water. In 1773 Mr. 


Kinderley's project was reſumed, and not- 


withſtanding much oppoſition was made to 
it, and it was roundly aſſerted that the 


whole country would be ruined, yet the - 


Cut was made. The good effects of it to 


both Drainage and Navigation have been 
infinite: the commerce of Wiſbech is ex- 
tended beyond example; the North Level, 


formerly the moſt drowned, is now by much 


the beſt drained of the three. = 
In 1767, the Broad River above the town 
of Iynn was felt, and acknowledged by the 
magiſtrates of that place to be a grievance, 


i 


nn a. a. a 


* Safes. a. . 


(7) 


and Mr. Sinvaton/ whe: employed to conſi- 


der of a proper remedy. 
In 1775 .a Memoir upon this ſubject v was 


addreſled to the Corporations of Lynn and | 


Bedford Level by Governor Pownall, whoſe 


opinion, both as to the impracticability of 
_ amending the preſent Channel, and neceſſity 
ol a new Cut, is extremely decided. I will 


not do him the injuſtice to injure, or weak- 
en his fenſe by any alteration of his expreſ- 


ſions, but preſent 1 it to the reader in his own 
words. © Any attempt to redreſs the inte- 
«© rjor. crooked channel, winding through _ 
the wide-worn baſin of the ruined river, 


between Knights-Gole and Lynn; any at- 
* tempt to cut, and to keep open when cut, a 
« ſtrait channel through the looſe ſands of 


* of that baſin, muſt be undertaken at an 
enormous expence, to try a very doubtful 
* experiment, or rather, to ſpeak out, one 


* which, undoubtedly, will fail? What 


Engineer will undertake to fix Banks 


* amidjt theſe Sands? And if the currents 


* are permitted to run from fide to fide, 


6e boring and undermining as they do, the 


a main banks; ; what Engineer at * Prace 


ticable 


pd mud ce 
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x 


te ticable expence, will undertake to pres 


46 ſerve the River, from growing every day 
* worſe 2 What Engineer at any practica- 
able expence, will undertake to defend 
and preſerve the Country? The Country 
% will be firſt rumed with effortleſs expen- 
© ces, and finally overwhelmed ; the Drainage 


« will be obferucted, and finally loſt ; the 


« Navigation growing every day more un- 
certain, expenſive and dangerous, will 


« finally be choaked up ; and whatever re- 


« ception. this repreſentation of events may 


« have with the Town of Lynn-Regis, it 
« will moſt aſſuredly find, that as theſe 


- « things come forward into event, the Sea 


« wil retire from the Haven, and the Har- 


hour become a Waſh. I could demonſtrate 
this, not by reaſoning which will not be - 
d believed, but by facts now exiſting in the 
“ hiſtory of many Rivers and Ports in ma- 
ny different parts of the world, which, 
though once great maritime ſituations, 
* are now dry within a Vale to which the | 
. Sea never comes. 755 
« The quitting the Old Stet; in this crooks . | 


4 ed, ruined, arrecoverable fart of it, is be- 
1 5 . | | 6 come 
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* come at lift a ; matter of neceſſ 79 and the © 
Fe cutting a ſtrait Cut, is the only meaſure 
* left, by which to carry on a real Drain- 
* age; by which to maintain for any great 
time longer, a praftical communication of 
* Navigation between Lynn, and the Inland 
Country, by which to preſerve for ever 
* Lynn wtfelf i as a great Maritime Town, 
_- * Ho faras ſuch a Cut is a new 1 

* through which the Inland Country is to 
* be Drained, ſo far (by the very princi- 
* ples and laws of Sewers) ſhould all who | 
;: drain pay in proportion to it—ſo far as it 

is a Navigation, fo far ſhould all who 
* Navigate, or who are ſupplied through 
5 i, . a certain | Tonnage.” 


* 


- 


"R 1777, Me. John Golborne was em- 
ployed to take a view, and make a report 
of the Middle and South Levels, and to 
give his opinion on a plan for a en 5 
unte. 

This Gentleman s opinion muſt be allows 
.ed to have particular weight, as an experi- 
enced and {kilful Engineer, of which the 
ſucceſs of the Works which he planned and - 

: 1 executed 
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| executed in Scotland, are an incontro- 
vertible proof: he appears to have taken a 
very accurate view of the then ſtate 


of the country, and deſeribes it in terms 
which correſpond too well with its preſent 


ſituation. I have examined, ſays he, 
(p. 6.) every part of them (i. e. the Mid- 


e dle and South Levels / and lympathize 
« with the Inhabitants in their diſtreſs. — 


Look which way you will, you will ſee 
nothing but miſery and deſolation; go 


« but half a mile from Ely, and you come 


* to Middle-Fen, a tract of ſixteen thou- 


« ſand Acres, given up and abandoned.— 


* to Ramſey, there you find more than 


« ten thouſand Acres occupied by the wa- 
« ters, and ſee houſes without an Inhabi- 
* tant, and lands incapable of either paſtur- 
“ age, or tillage“ He has been called 


= (though erroneouſly ) the firſt propoſer of 


the intended Cut; he gives however the 
moſt peremptory opinion of its neceſſity, 
and pronounces, HMat it cannot fail to give 


immediate relief to both theſe Levels, and to 


lower the furface of low-water, at leaſt four 


” at Sulter's Lode, Old fert, and Den- 


ONE 


«© * 
; 1 
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ver Sturces, and at the mouth of. the New 


Bedford River. Perhaps, (ſays he) it may 


be aſked, cannot the Old Channel be deep- 


ened by, .confining its courſe through the 
ſands? But let fuch enquirers conſider the 


great expence that muſt attend works car- 
ried on in the Tide's- way, where more than 


half the time will be loſt, being liable to. 


many impediments and accidents from the 
ſpring- tides; beſides which, in a work of 
this great conſequence, the ſhorteſt courſe 
ſhould be taken, as by» diminiſhing the 
_ diſtance, a proportional fall is gained, and 
under ſuch circumſtances, every inch is an 


2nvaluable acquifition. | 
In the years 1791 and 1792, ſeveral meet - 


ings were holden of perſons intereſted in 
the improvement of the Out-fall of the 


River Ouze, and Mellrs. Mylne, James 


Golborne, Watte, Hodſkinſon, Hudſon, 
and Rennie, were appointed to give an opi- 
nion upon the probable conſequences of the 


intended Cut; as the opinions of theſe 


Gentlemen are more generally known, than 


thoſe whom I before referred to, I ſhall be 


leſs particular in my acount of them; it is 


ſullieient 


. 
2 nr 3 
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Y „ 
ſafficient for mypreſent purpoſe to ſay.thatthe 
reports of Meſſ. Mylne, Golborne and Watte 


were moſt unequivocally i in favour of it, but 


Mr. Hodſkinſon's opinion being different, . 


_. Mefirs. Hudſon and Konnie two Engineers 
of eſtabliſhed reputation, who could have no 


Intereſt to ſerve, and had no previous opi- 8 
nion to ſupport, were employed at the in- 


ſtance of the gentlemen of Cambridge; 


their opinions have given the moſt deciſive 


confirmation to thoſe of Meſſrs. Mylne, Gol- 
borne, and Watte; the gentlemen of Cam- 


bridge are convinced, and do not now en- 


tertain a doubt upon the fubject. 


And here I think I might ſafely reſt he 


_ queſtion as to Mr. Hodfkinfon, but as he 


acknowledges the defects of the preſent AED 
Channel, though he contends that they 
may be removed, and that it ought not to 


be forſaken, I {hall examine ſomewhat fur - 
ther into what he ſays: He acknowledges 


(p. 17.) the neceſſity of confining the Channel 
between Eau Brink and Lynn to one regular 
conſtant courſe, in order that it may become 
much deeper, whereby the Drainage would 
be mp, and the RY. rendered. 
OO mure 


— er. — 


more certain, and a * than it now 


is. The. Waters (he goes on to obſerve) in 


raging tides and great floods, which are nou 


much impeded, and ſtopped by their forcing 


open new Channels, would then paſs off with 
greater velocity, and have a much better | 
Jeowermg effeft below. 


The mode in which he propoſes to cffelk 
this] is (p. 17) © by erecting Jettees or ſmall 


% Wharfings from the banks, to direct the 


“ ebb and flood waters both in one regular 
channel.“ After the very forcible obſerva- 


tions which have been made by Governor 


Pownall, and Mr. Golborne, 1 think it may 


very reaſonably be doubted, whether this 
plan could by any poſſible means be exe- 
cuted, ſo as to ſecure the object in queſtion, 
at leaſt for any length of time; but what 
I rather inſiſt upon here is, the vague and 
general terms in which this method is pro- | 
| poſed. The length of the preſent channel to 
be thus amended is five miles and two fur- 


longs; He neither tells us how many of 


thele Jettees ſhould be erected, the places 


where they ſhould be ſet, how far they 
ſhould gn from the banks, nor 7 GVO: us 
_ any 


E ) 


any eſtimate of the expence; he tells us in ge⸗ 
neral, (p. 23.) that this may be done for 
a tenth part of the expence (I preſume of 
the propoſed Cut); but upon what grounds 
he ſays this, after he has informed us (p.19), 
that he declines entering upon any calculati- 
ons, becauſe they are entirely dependant upon 
circumſtances not within his knowledge, we | 
| muſt leave to himſelf to explain, | Fn 
„ If Mr. Hodſkinſon ſhould think prop er Ed 
EE: to explain his plan minutely, and give us 
5 an eſtimate of the expence, it may then be 
* thought worthy of more notice, but till he 5M 
4dqeaees this, he can only be conſidered as an | | 
Bolt: objector to the intended plan, and not as 
Ma. the propoſer of any other, 3 
5 I ſhall here conclude my account of the 
opinions which have been given upon this 
ſubject by engineers, or ſuch perſons as 5 ; 
* confeſſedly were competent to its examina- 
. tion; but as it has been induſtriouſly inſinua- 
. ted, that the preſent Bill has been haſtily 
. and inconſiderately 1 reſolved upon; and that 
| N the perſons whoſe property was affected, = | | 
have neither had time nor opportunity to 


| examine it, I pu! ng: the Reader with 
Aa ſhort 
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a ſhort, but I hope, accurate account of the 

previous ſteps which have been taken, by 7 

which he may be enabled to judge for him- | 5 

ſelf, how far this accuſation is juſt, and  , | + 71h 

whether the information which has been 

given, the time which has been allowed for „ 

, conſideration and enquiry, and the meet. 
ings which have been holden for the diſcuſ- 
fion of this ſubject, have not been ſufficient 

even for the latisfaction of the moſt [(cru- = 

pulous. | 
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OS: At a meeting of Commiſſioners of Sewers 
for the County of Norfolk, and of Land SE 
- Owners of the Countryof Marſhland, hol- 5 
I | den at Lynn, in January 1791 = 
* JOHN EDWARDS Elq. in the chair, 
It was reſolved, That the Outfall of E 
i 4 the River Ouſe between St. Peter's Church ED — 
and the town of Lynn is defeQtive | | 
“% That a Cut from the bend of the river. 
« near St. Peter's Church to Lynn which 
Cut was formerly propoſed by Mr. Kin- 
* derley, would elfectuate a proper Outfall, 
and at the lame t time improve the Na VE; 


— ada. aca 


- 
. 
ae. A Ree ES ESTs Ae SAID... 


i N 1 | * That 


| ing the 


(86) 
« That John Edwards, Eſq. Sir Martin. 
& Brown Folkes, Bart. Henry Bell, An- 
« thony Dickins, George Hogg, Edmund 


* Saffery, Thomas Berners Pleſtow, M axey 
Allen, Witham Bagge and John Cary, 


Eſquires, or any two of them, be a Com- 


« mittee of this Meeting, to requeſt the 
« Mayor of Lynn to call a Meeting of the 


Merchants and Traders at Lynn, to take 
* their ſentiments upon the expediency of  . + 


« ſuch a Cut; and that they, or any two 


of them, be alſo a Committee of this 8 
Meeting, to propoſe the ſaid Cut as a plan | 
4 of drainage to the Corporation of Bedford 

« . Level, and requeſt them to depute a Com- 


«© mittee to attend a Meeting to be holden 


© «to take ſuch plan into conſideration.” 


Soon after this, and before the month of 1 EX 


April 1791, a petition was preſented mew. 


Corporation of Bedford Level, ſtating the 


deficiency of the Channel of the Ouſe be- 

| tween St, Germans Bridge and Lynn, ow- - 
ing to the great width and hend of the river, 
by which the lands were drowned, and the 


Navigation rendered uncertain; and pray- 
beben 4 the corporation in ob- 


tainin g 
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5 taining an Act of Parliament for the- im⸗ 
provement of both Drainage and Naviga- N 
tion, by deſerting the preſent Channel be. 


tween Eau Brink and Lynn, and cutting a 


new Channel from Eau Brink to tn e 


the Manſies. 


This Petition was. ſigned by x near Fe our r i 


Hundred Land Owners. 


In April 1791 this Petition Was tead * 
n meeting of the Corporation of Bedford 
Level, and evidence heard in ſupport of it; 


and it was reſolved; © That the propoſed 


"> BE. Plan was founded upon true Principles h 
= of Drainage and Navigation, and it was 


recommended to the Petitioners to call a 


General Meeting of all perſons cgncerned. | 


In conſequence of this recommendation, 


a General Meeting was holden at Ely, in 
* May 1791, and it was then reſolved That 1 
ttmhe defects of the river Ouſe, between St. 
Germans Bridge and Lynn, and of the har- 74 
: bour. of Lynn, were owing to the part of FE 
the Channel between Eau Brink and Lynn ; 
being wide and bending, and -that to im- 
prove the Drainage of the country, and the 


Navigation to and from the port of Lynn, 


* 
en 4 - » 
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1. dd be proper to make a fraight Rivet 
from Eau Brinkto Iynn, erect to the 
report. of Mr. Watte. | 

It was alſo Reſolved, —That a Petition | 

; ſhould be preſented to Parliament, and 

proper notices given to the country, that a 


Bill would be brought into Parliament for 


: that purpoſe, and a, Committee was ap- 
pointed to frame ſuch Bill, and to employ | 
any other engineers wn they Web 


2 proper. 


In June 1791 a Meeting of this Commit- 


tee was holden in London, and it was Re- 


folved,' That Eſtimates of every Expence 


| attending making the propoſed Cut ſhould 
be made by Meſſrs. Golborne, Watte, and 


Smeaton. 


It was Reſolved, That the ſaid Engineers PENS. 
ſhould make Eſtimates//eparately, and report 
_ their ſeveral Opinions df the Advantages, or 
Inſuries, which will attend making the ſaid 
ut, both as to Drainage and Navigation. 


In Juge 1791, It was reſolved by the Cor- 


poration of Bedford Level, That if a Bill 


be brought into Parliament for carrying 
the ſaid Plan! into Execution, that ſhall be 


conſiſtent 
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confiflent wah their Duty a8 Truſtees bor . 


the Country, the Board is heartily diſpoſed 


to give it every ſupport in their po-] r. 


In Auguſt 1791, a Meeting of the Com- 


mittee was holden at Cambridge, Mr. Gol: - 


borne's Report was ordered to be printed; 


and it was reſolved, That Mr. Mylne ſhould - 


alſo be employed to view the Line of the 


propoſed Cut, and from the End thereof 


through Lynn Harbour down to Flag Buoy 


an Lynn Channel, and. alſo the Country pro- 
bo ſed to be drained by the New Cut, and re- 


fort his Opinion on the good or bad Effetts 


which would probably ar: Ye. to ane and 


Navigation. | 
It was alſo reſolved Ale previous to 


: any Application to Parliament for a Bill to 
make the propoſed Cut, a General, Meeting 
ſhould be called to conſider ' of the. P. 5 
priety of ſuch Application. = 

In April 1792, at a General Selon of 
N Sewers holden at Lynn, the river Ouſe or 
Outfall between St. Germans Briage and 


Lynn, was preſented by the jury for the 
- Hundred of F reebridge i in parts of Marſh- 


1 land, 


1 


: lad as beg filted up, r the Works ; 
of Sewers are greatly impeded. 
On ctĩthe fame day, the jury for the Hun- 

, . '\- © dred and Half Hundred of Clackeloſe pre- | 
N ſented, © That the river Ouſe or Out fall, be.. 
28 © * tween St. Germans Bridge and Lynn, has | 
. F for many years paſt been gradually filtet | 
up, which prevents all our internal Works 3 | 


1 . Sewers from having their deſired Ef- 


111 fest.. 
1 And the Reſolution of the Court, upon 
äaaiue conſideration of the matter of the ſaid 


Preſentments, and ſtate of the Outfall is, a 
1 That the moſt probable Mode of obtaining : MN 
1 Relief for the Country, will be by making 3 
Sy | 23 New River from Eau Brink to Lynn, 
. through the Marſhes, agreeable to the Plan 
| recommended by Meſſrs. Mylne, Golborne, 
aäkadand Watte, the Engineers, in their ſeveral 
| Reports lately publiſhed, | 
In April 1792, a General Meeting was 
[+ 1 holden at Ely. It ſeems not to have been 
ET * 27) OD very numeroufly attended, and I know not. 
| 5 Whether any or what Particular reſolutions 


* | 2 Sag were adopted, | 


A Meets 


5 —— — 
- © 


ana ſafe, 


(* 
A Meeting of the Corporation of Bedford 


| Level was holden at Ely at the ſame time, 
and a doubt being expreſſed by the Corpo- 
ration, whether the opinion of the Coun- 
try was fayourable to the propoſed plan or 
not, (profeſſing that the Board ſtill retained 
the opinion, that the meaſure was founded 
upon true principles of Drainage and Navi- 


gation, ) a General Meeting of the Country 
Was appointed at March, on the. 14th of 


May, 1792, and the attendance of every 


perſon intereſted, either perſonally, or by 
his Agent, was very particularly requeſted. 


The Meeting holden at March, was very 
large, (the names of more than four hun- 


dred Proprietors having been taken down) . 


and it was reſolved by a n majo- 
rity, 


That the Drainage by the Ouſe from Eau 


Brink to Lynn. was defective, and the Navi- 


gation uncertain and dangerous. Wn 

That the Plan propoſed by Mr. Hod. 
ſkinſon, appeared not litely to render tie 
Drainage Perfect, or the 5 avg gation certain 


That 
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That the Plan of making 4 ew Cut 


from Eau-Brink to Lynn, was likely lo 


render the Drainage of the Country perfect, 


and the Navigation certain and ſaſe. 
That in order to preſerve the Country 


from Deſtruction, it appeared neceſſary that 


the Cut ſhould be made. 


That whatever Tonnage ſhould be laid 


on Navigation, all Money received by ſuch 


Tonnage, ſhould be veſted in Commiſſio- 


ners, to be appointed for Navigation, and 
aſter payment of ſuch compenſation for 
the advantages derived by the propoſed 
Cut, as ſhould be agreed upon, the reſi- 


due ſhould be appointed for making Ebb- 


doors, Staunches, Fetters, and other Works 


for improving the Rivers and Outfall | in 


and through Lynn Harbour. 


A Committee was, then appointed, wich 


powers to appoint a ſelect Committee, to 


attend the Corporation of Bedford Level; 


to treat with the trading Intereſts, and 


| others, and to prepare a Bill, and conduct N 


i through Parliament. | 
On the goth of May 1792, A Meeting 


of the Committee was bolden in London. 
and 
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and a conference had with the Corparation 


of Bedford Level; and it was agreed that 
a Meeting of the Committee ſhould be hol- 
den at Cambridge, for the purpoſe of con- 


ferring with any Commitee appointed by 


the Navigators, and trading Intereſts. 


In Auguſt 1792 a Meeting of the Com- 
mittee was holden at Cambridge, and it be- 
ing intimated by the Conſervators of the 


River Cam, and Merchants of the Town of 


Cambridge, that the propoſed Cut would | 


| endanger the Navigation of the Cambridge : 

River, it was reſolved with the concurrence 

of the ſaid Conſervators, and Merchants; 
chat Mr. Rennie, (or Mr. John Hudſon) 


ſhould be deſired to ſurvey the ſaid River, 
and report his impartial opinion as to the 
Works which may be neceſſary, 1 in order 


effectually to prevent the Navigation being 
injured by the propoſed Cut. 


It was reſolved alſo, upon the Motion of 
the Land-Owners in the South-Level, That 


it be a further inſtruttion to the ſaid 8 
gineer, to report his opinion on the proba- 


ble eſſect the propoſed. Cut and Works 
will have on the Banks and e of the 


. Level. 
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41 


A Select Comminee was then 3 oY, 
and from that time the Meetings of the Se- 
lect Committee have been holden princ1- 
* for the purpoſe of preparing the Bill: 
The Bill has now been circulaled ſo widely, : 


ff. 1--hie inn general contents are known every 

| | + "where; it is therefore unneceſſary to purſue | 

* che ſubje& further, or to detail it more mi- 
| $ -, nutely-; I ſhall only fay in general, That at 


|| , _ * a General Meeting holden at Lynn, in Janu- 

4 + - ry 1793, of the Proprietors of Marſhland, 

[. Ws the great outlines of the Bill, as far as the 

I Proprietors of that Country were con- 

J cerned, met with the moſt une quiyocal 

= and marked ee of a very * 

| | | e 

| : It "DR Uhedeffery to. enlarge on the 

| innumerable benefits which may reaſonably 

„ be expected from the execution of this plan, 

| ny OY both to Individuals and to the Public. 

)) than three hundred thouſand acres 

15 5 of land would then be completely drained, 
| 


13 
* 
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moſt of which at preſent are injured by 
overflowing waters, and a conſiderable part. 
1 of either paſturage, or tillage. 
[| | 22 By W the 8 of the . W 
1 . . : | the 


„e 


eee eee 2 


i * 0 
15 } a 
c _— 

4 755 
0 5 174 F * 
x ä 

i 

$i 
o 8 1 


oy 


* 


1 


the different Outlets, the Drainage of the 
country would approach more nearly to a 
natural one, and the heavy expence of main- 
taining Banks, OW Ke. oy n dimi- | 
niſhed. 


The lower parts of the 'Eountry would 


. rendered more healthful, and conſe. 
quently more populous, 


A very large additional number of Cattle 


and quantity of Corn, Wool, Hemp, Flax, Rs 
- Ke. would be produced. | | 


The Navigation which is now always u un- 


- certain, and frequently impracticable, would 
| then be rendered certain, and expeditious. 


Pilots from Lynn, upwards, would be un- 


| necellary; the wear of tackling would be 


leſſened, and much labour dan of men and 3 


: Nam e. 


The conſequence of N avigation being at 
once rendered more certain, and leſs ex- 
penſive, would unqueſtionably be a great 
extenſion of trade, ariſing both from an in- 


creaſe of the quantity of corn which Would | 
be ſent down the river for exportation, and 


of the various commodities; which would be 


| 5 fent e for eee The Land- 
E _ owner * 
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TR 
owner would receive a better price for his 
corn; the merchant would experience a 
larger demand for the articles in which he 
deals, and be able to furniſh. them at a 
lower price. | | 3 
Upon the whole, I think it RY appear 3 
clearly to every unprejudiced enquirer, that ] 
the deficiency of the outfall is the principal 
cauſe of the preſent miſerable Nate both of 
E and Navigation. 5 ö 
That this outfall having been in an im- | 
perfect and deficient ſtate ſor more than a 
century, and continually growing worſe, it 
is in vain to expect that it will be remedied 1 
by natural means only, and that it ought 1255 | 
therefore to be aſſiſted by art. | 
ets That from 1720 to the preſent time, the 
. 1 general opinion of the beſt engineers hath 
been, that the defects of the preſent Chan- 
nel between Eau Brink and Lynn are ra- 
| - _ dical, and incurable, and that it ought to 
be deſerted. 749 + ISLES. 
= - ; That Mr. Hodſkinſon who is J 
[12222 - - ent opinion as to the remedy, acknowledges „„ 
the deſett, and that it gn to be remedied 
1 * wy ſome means. 


That 


„ 
That the expence of executing the in- 
tended plan is temporary, and moderate, 5 
when the quantity of Land to be better 
drained, and the great improvement of the 
Navigation are taken into the account; and 
that if the ſucceſs of it was much leſs cer 
tain than it is, yet, in the preſent circum- _ 
ſtances of the country, it ought to be 


adopted“. 


That the Inſtructions which" lad been 
given to the different Engineers by the Ad- 
vocates for the Bill, prove that all poſſible 
means have been employed to obtain the 
+ beſt information upon the ſubject, whether 
ſuch information was favourable to the pro- 
poſed plan or adverſe; whilſt the Oppoſition 
to it hath been conducted upon principles 
not merely adverſe to the Bill but in conſiſt- 
ent with each other. i e 


als It i 1s well known, and can eaſily be proved; that the 
total loſs ſuffered by the country in the laſt year only, for 
Want of a proper Outfall of the Waters of the River 
_. Ouſe, has far exceeded- the amount of the ſum required 


for executing all the works neceſſary for Drainage; and 


that this loſs will increaſe rather than diminiſh in the - 
preſent, and every ſucceeding year, unleſs the intended 
Cut be carried intoexecution. TEST BE 
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The eon of Marſhland, for in- 


Nance, have been aſſured that the waters 


pouring from the more diſtant countries 


Vould overide * them and prevent their own 


waters from running off.— The Proprietors 
in the South Level have been led to believe, 


that they were too diſtant from the Outfall 


to be benefited, and that theBill was calcu- 


| lated ſolely, or principally, for the benefit 
of MarſhlandFt. | 


Thus whilſt it has been affirined, that 
ſome of the Lands are too poor to pay any 


ET rake a of this 558 becauſe I know no other 
that will exactly expreſs my meaning, I will not anſwer 
for its propriety, but its ſignification will be underſtood. oP 
thofe to whom it is addreſſed. | 


BR It has been frequently aſſerted at different Meetin gs, that 


the removal of Denver Sluice would e ffectually take away 


Every Impediment both to Drainage and Navigation, and 
that the efforts of the Country ought to be directed to 
that end. This has been ſo fully confuted by Mr. Kin- 


derley, that I believe no Engineer would now venture to 


- ag, 


* 
* 


aſſert it, The Proprietors of the South Level may how- 
ever judge of the tendency of the projects of their friends 
in the Oppoſition by this inſtance. It being, I think, al- 
lowed by every Engineer, that whatever might be the 
effect of e Denver Sluice as to Navigation, the low 


Lands in the South Level would te inevitably and _— 


f ching a 
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thing, others in fo good a ſlate * 
they want nothing; that one part of the 
Country is too near, and another too re- 


mote from the Outfall for either to receive 


any benefit; the Inference intended to be 
| drawn from the whole is, that nothing x £6] 


to be done, till both the High and the Low 


Lands, the nearer and the more diſtant, are 
involved (as they ſoon muſt be) 1 in one com- 


mon Ruin. 4 | 
As to the Complaints which hai: been 


urged againſt the Advocates for the Bill, as 


though their proceedings had been precipi- 
tate, I hope it has now been made apparent 
how unreaſonable and groundleſs ſuch ac- 
cuſations are; the grievance complained _ 
of has been felt for ages, the remedy has 


alſo been propoſed at very different periods, 


by many different engineers totally uncon- 
nected with each other, and whoſe common 
principles only could lead them to draw 5 


the ſame concluſion. 


If after the various Meetings which ham 
deen holden for upwards of two years, the 


friends of the Bill be ſtill accuſed of preci- 
nu the opinions which have. been 


EL L given : | 
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given upon this ſubject by the-two Kinder- 
leys, Governor Pownall, the two Gol- 
bornes, Meſſrs. Mylne, Watte, Hudſon, 


and Ronnie be deemed inſufficient, and 


new opinions be demanded—if the benefits 


? which have been derived in the caſe of 
Cheſter, and in the ſtill more exactly ſimi- 


lar caſe Wiſbech, will not be allowed to 


prove (as far as other caſes can) the advan- 


tages which may reaſonably be expected to 
flow from this—it is in vain to dppeal either 
to teſtimony, or experience, or to conjec- 
ture in what time, or by what evidence, the 


opponents of the Bill would agree that the 
queſtion ſhould be decided. 

The general dread that nk enter- 
tain of innovation is undoubtedly of admi- 
rable uſe in preſerving the community from 
wild and delufive theories; but when it is 
extended fo far, as to prefer the drowning 


of a country to the draining of it, merely 
| becauſe it has been drowned for many years, 


it will generally be allowed to be carried to 
an unjuſtifiable extreme. 


A parliamentary conteſt is aadanbicdly 5 


unpleaſant, but if the eee for the Bill 
| ; OTC have 


Le 


have taken every proper Weide to avoid. 
it, it cannot juſtly be aſcribed to them: They 
have adopted with pleaſure every method 
which has either occurred to themſelves, | 


or been pointed out by others, as likely to 


prevent a conteſt, And if their endeavours. . 


have not in every inſtance been ſucceſsful, 


yet in making the trial, they have diſ- 
charged their duty, and confident of the 
juſtice of their cauſe wait patiently for the 
5 iſſue. „ 5 | 


"RE 


p. S. Since the above ford were written, ; 


another and final Meeting of the Com mutee 


has been holden in London, for the ex- 


preſs purpoſe of conferring with ſuch per- 
ſons as ſtill remained adverſe to the Bill. 


It is unneceſſary, and perhaps impractica- 


ble to detail the proceedings at this Meeting, 


as none of them were recorded. It may be 


proper to add, that the Committee after 


maturely confidering the Reaſons _urged 


tor the FTE the Bill for "another year, 


have 
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have determined that there is not any good 
cauſe for putting off the Bill, and that it | 
ought to be preſented to Parliament in the *' . 


+ mad % 


- preſent Seſſion. Tb * v.21 


